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with a small army and a powerful battering train.
When the Duke saw that neither Protestants nor
Spaniards would stir a finger to help him, he capitu-
lated. The terms he obtained were favourable in
the extreme. No punishment was inflicted on him
except the occupation of Sedan during four years
by a royal garrison under a Huguenot commander.
The leniency of the King is perhaps to be excused
by his desire to conciliate the Protestants and the
neighbouring German princes, who interceded for
Bouillon, yet that ruler bears the sword in vain who
encourages by impunity plots dangerous to the
security of his country and to the lives of his
subjects,

On September 20, 1604, Ostend, a mere heap of
ruins, capitulated after a siege of three years. In
the next campaigns nothing that military genius
could effect against an adversary scarcely less able
was left undone by Spinola. He freely spent the
greater part of his vast wealth, 14,000,000 gold
crowns, in the service he had entered as a volunteer,
yet, although he won some battles and took some
fortresses, no real progress was made towards the
conquest of the revolted provinces, while every part
of the Spanish Empire was suffering from the per-
sistent and successful maritime war waged by the
Dutch. THe state of the Spanish Netherlands was
deplorable. On the northern frontier the land was
desolate for miles; grass grew in the streets of
Ghent and Bruges, the quays of Antwerp were
deserted. Nor were the Dutch unwilling to treat.
The load of taxation borne by the country was very